
West Sussex  Beekeepers 
Association

Wisborough Green Division

News Letter August 2006
Officers and Contact Information

President: Mr R Patterson
01403 790637  r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk

        Chairman Hon. Treasurer Hon. Secretary
Mr R Noakes Mr A Shelley Mrs S Cooper
01403 700521 01403 822314 01798 874061
raynoakes@hotmail.com andrew@andrewshelley.fslife.co.uk post@biowise-biocontrol.co.uk

Patterson in Print

I have mentioned before the ability of some of our beginners at  handling bees,  some showing great 
confidence. Although we insist on heads being covered up at apiary meetings we don’t bother about the 
rest of the body including hands. I have never considered it to be particularly brave not wearing gloves, 
but find it much better not to, as it makes work much easier and I can feel things much better, including 
bees on frame lugs! I rarely get accidental stings where those wearing gloves often do. For a couple of 
years now we have insisted that “bee gloves” that have been used elsewhere are covered with disposable 
latex gloves to help prevent any possible spread of disease. Some have chosen to wear only them, and it 
is noticeable that others are wearing no gloves at all. I have no problem with this at Dounhurst because 
our bees are good tempered, and in any case the odd sting will make you learn quicker! I do have a 
warning though, and that is there are some rather stroppy bees in existence, and rather more than you 
might think. It is easy to think that all bees are like ours, but they aren’t, so although I welcome the 
confidence shown at meetings, it would be sensible to either wear gloves or have them with you when 
handling colonies you don’t know.

Last month I gave a warning about someone advertising bees in the bee press and on E-bay. I will now 
reveal that company as Easy Bee Products. There has been further additions to the item on the BBKA 
website where they openly admit they are using four Chinese (Wang ManPuLik) varroa strips in every 
nucleus. I have sought guidance and these strips are illegal in this country, and nobody I have spoken to 
knows the content of them. A quick crash around the internet suggests that fluvalinate may be one of the 
active ingredients, and although this is what is used in Bayvarol and Apistan I don’t think we should treat 
it as the same, as I guess there are different “release” mechanisms if that is the correct technical term, 
and they may perform differently. This in my view is potential dynamite. You will remember that a short 
time ago Chinese honey was banned for sale in this country due to a high level of chemical and antibiotic 
residues. I imagine these bees are often sold to beginners, who may not know what they are buying, and I 
wonder what the legal position is if they were found to be using illegal treatments, even though they 
bought them as part of a package. According to the Easy Bee website they sell 500 nucs a year!! They 
also have 300 colonies and sell honey. I have alerted the authorities and wonder where that will lead to. 
The problem is of course if there is a prosecution the press will get hold of it and overnight all English 
honey will be full of chemicals.
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On Sunday 6th Augusth we will be putting on a display at the Cranleigh Show. This is a new venture for 
us and we hope to use it for recruiting purposes as well as to publicise bees and honey. This is reputed to 
be the largest one day agricultural show in the country and although it is to the north of our “territory” 
visitors come from far and wide, so we hope to do well. Please come and visit us. We will also use our 
own honey show for recruiting purposes. In both instances, we hope to have live bees in an observation 
hive, and the Divion’s honey for sale.

In March, we are hoping to organise a “Beginners Day” very similar to the beginners course that we ran 
earlier  this  year,  but  on a  whole  day rather  than  3 evenings.  We can  do with  someone to  organise 
“ploughmans”  type  lunches.  We can  obviously get  this  done  commercially,  but  it  would  cut  costs 
considerably if the members can help organise it. Is there anybody in your household or family willing to 
chip in and help? If so please let me know.

As some of you know Richard Dyer is monitoring varroa in the colonies at  Dounhurst.  He has been 
monitoring on roughly a 7 day count, and the news so far is quite good as the first six colonies that were 
monitored had a daily count of one mite or less. The low band for July is 6 mites per day. The second 
batch of six colonies was a different matter, five had a similar count to the first batch, but with the sixth 
colony Richard stopped counting at 230 mites!! The high band for July is more than 10 mites a day, so 
our colony was more than 4 times the danger level. We know that colony was one that was brought into 
the apiary, but the worrying thing is that it has had very similar treatment to our own colonies, and the 
person who gave it to us took part in the PRT day last year and was clear of pyrethroid resistant varroa. 
In the June newsletter I warned about a member who had very high varroa levels, and it is interesting that 
their treatment was very similar to the Div’s. Richard checked his colonies and found one with very 
much higher mites than ours. It seems that colonies that have had similar treatments may have very 
different  results,  and they are  not obvious or the fault  of the beekeeper.  This must be a warning to 
everybody. Monitor your colonies so you know what level of mites you have. They may die quickly if 
you don’t.

One common way of getting mites to stick on the insert is to smear Vaseline on it. At the moment Boots 
are selling their own label petroleum jelly at 2 for the price of one at £1.79. Don’t all rush as I need time 
to save the money up!

I have submitted an update for the queen mating problem that is on the BBKA website. This has several 
more photographs, some of them taken at  Dounhurst.  I’m off to Ireland for a week’s beekeeping at 
Gormanston. Will report next month.

       Roger Patterson.
We often have ad hoc meetings at short notice that might be of interest to members, and these are not 
always at Dounhurst. Due to lack of time we are unable to notify those who are not on e-mail. If you 
wish to be notified can you make arrangements with someone who is on e-mail so they can contact you. 
It is also important that e-mails are read regularly - some aren’t!!

Wisborough Green Honey Show
A reminder  that  our honey show takes place  on Monday, August 28th in the marquee on the village 
Green.  As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, we are going to have an evening meeting to run through 
the  basics  of  preparing  honey for  show.  This  will  be  on  14th August  at  7:30pm at  the  Emmanuel 
Fellowship Chapel. Please give Ray a call on 01403 700521 if you intend coming along.
Annual Supper
It has been decided that, in the light of the large increase in membership this year, we shall not been able 
to hold the supper in the chapel. So, we have booked a large room in the Pulborough Village Hall for 
Saturday 14th October. If you think you can help with some catering, please give Sue Cooper a call on 
01798 874061
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County News –August 2006

From John Hunt at the County Secretary’s Desk
(Telephone 01903 815655 or E-mail john_bateman_hunt@hotmail.com)

Last month’s heat wave proved too much for some beekeepers; although early morning or 
evening visits to the hives were a real pleasure. The honey is now on the hives ‘ripening’ ready for us to 
take off and store later in the month.  Then it will be treating for varroa – some are suggesting a co-
ordinated approach on 12th/13th August, when it should be warm enough for Apiguard to work.  As ever it 
pays to read the instructions carefully – especially if you have open mesh floors, which have to be 
‘blocked’.  Thymol vapour is heavier than air.  

The warm weather has shown just how efficient the solar wax extractors are – if you do not have 
one that would be a good idea for a ‘winter’ project. There are a number of plans available – one of the 
best is from Ron Brown in several of his books, using an old WBC ‘Lift’. If you want one why not put an 
advert in our For Sale or Wanted –its free!

During the last month we became aware of some successes in the BBKA Basic Assessments. 
Rosie Slough of Worthing Beekeepers passed last year but it was, for various reasons, not until an Out 
Apiary Meeting in July that Pam Hunter (our contact with the BBKA Executive) was able to present the 
Certificate. Well Done Rosie!     Double Congratulations are due to Wisborough Green Members Derek 
Ready and his nine-year-old son Joseph who have both passed the Assessment. Joseph must be one of 
the youngest beekeepers to have this achievement.  I understand that he gained really good marks in the 
Bee Health Section, which is often a ‘stumbling block’ for some experienced beekeepers.

It really is good to see young people becoming involved in beekeeping, and gaining skills which 
will hopefully last a lifetime. At a recent apiary meeting it was impressive seeing young 5-year-old Will 
Stuart following his father’s example by going through a hive without the need for gloves.  We can 
always learn something at these meetings – they really are worthwhile.

Talking of Meetings – I would remind you of the important Pyrethroid Testing Day on 
Saturday 5th August at 2pm at the Wisborough Green Divisional Out Apiary.  Alan Byham will be 
demonstrating how to test for resistance, and if you are able to contact him early enough he will provide 
a container for you to bring a sample and test some of your bees.  Alan’s phone number is 013306 
611016.

Roger Patterson is still receiving reports of Queen Mating Problems, and tells us that he has put 
an update on the BBKA website. Have you had any problems this season? Roger will be one of the 
Speakers at the National Honey Show Lecture Convention in October  - I have been sent a few Schedules 
– if you would like one please let me know.  You will see from the County Diary that two Divisions are 
holding their own Honey Shows in the next few weeks – why not get a Schedule and put some entries in 
their Shows?

In the meantime – have a good holiday, and watch that back removing those heavy supers.
County Diary – Around the Divisions – all Members are most welcome at all  
Meetings

Chichester – contact Gerry Fry on 02392 250075 for details.   
Saturday 5th August at Bees and Things, Sheraton Bee Farm, Clay Lane, Chichester, special meeting in 
Memory of Sheila Berrett organised by her daughter Sandra. Details from Buster on 01243 576710. 
Friday 27th October – Fishbourne Social Club - Skittles Evening and Supper with Petersfield Beekeepers

Littlehampton – contact Mike Vaughan on 01903 723853
Meetings at The NTC Hall, Wick Street, Littlehampton at 7pm
Wednesday 4th October – 7pm - First Winter Meeting with guest speaker.

Worthing contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369 
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Out Apiary Meetings, unless otherwise stated, are held at 2pm at the Divisional Out Apiary off the A24 
at North End, Findon. Winter Lectures are held at Ferring Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm Full 
Details from Brian.
Sunday 6th August – 2pm – Visit to Audrey Gibson-Poole’s home apiary at High Salvington – Extracting.
Saturday 9th September – Divisional Honey Show at Findon Sheep Fair at Nepcote Green. Another great 
West Sussex Tradition.  Details from Dave Staples on 01903 539205
Thursday 14th September - First Winter Meeting – Review of Year, Queen Mating Problems Feedback, 
Outline of Winter Course, Testing Honey Samples with Refractometer
Sunday 24th September – Storrington Museum – Festival Show
Saturday 30th September – Steyning Hobbies and Leisure Showcase
Thursday 12 October – Natural History of the Honeybee  (Course Lecture 1)

National and County Events

Saturday 5th August – Ashleworth, Gloucester - Summer Bee Fair – Trade Stands, and Auction with 
Coaches from London and South East – contact email summerbeeshow@hotmail.co.uk for details
Wednesday 13th September – 7.30pm County Executive Meeting at Pulborough Village Hall
Thursday – Saturday 19th – 21st October – National Honey Show at RAF Museum Hendon.

For Sale or Wanted
Italian Beekeeping Equipment - Luciano Scandian has access to some superb Stainless Steel 
Beekeeping Equipment as shown at the 2005 Apimondia. Includes Extractors and Honey and Wax 
Processors. Some local beekeepers are already using them. Luciano may be able to arrange special 
importation if there is sufficient interest. Please contact on 01273 454041 for details and brochure.
Nucs for Sale with 2006 Queens – On National Commercial Frames, Docile, Prolific and Good Honey 
Getters. £85 each. Contact Luciano on 01273 454041 for full details.
WBC Equipment Wanted by a New Beekeeper Please. Damaged or broken would be acceptable as a 
‘DIY husband’ can repair. Please contact Sue Tennyson on 01903 787708 or email 
suetennyson@hotmail.com 

Meeting Schedule – Wisborough Green

Pyrethroid Resistance  

As has been reported elsewhere, our first meeting this month sees our Bee Disease Inspector, Alan 
Byham returning to our Dounhurst apiary to conduct tests to determine the level of varroa mite resistance 
to Apistan and Bayvarol. We will be testing the Division’s bees and you should already have your beaker 
in order to bring your own bees for sampling. Resistance is being found in many parts of the UK and you 
would be well-advised to see if the mites in your colonies are becoming immune to the pyrethroid 
treatments. 

Summer Meetings at the George Wakeford Memorial Apiary. Dounhurst Farm
Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 4pm Wednesdays at 6.30 p.m.

 
5th August – Pyrethroid Testing Day 16th August 
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